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Purpose of the Study 

• Address motor vehicle, 
pedestrian and bicycle safety, 
congestion, and connectivity 
concerns in the corridor  

• Guide future improvements to 
TH 252 



Study Goals and Objectives 

Goals 
• Establish the long-term 

vision for TH 252 
• Identify interim 

improvements to 
address existing 
congestion, safety, and 
neighborhood 
connectivity issues at 
66th, 70th, and 73rd Aves 

• Identify expressway or freeway 
options for future vision 

• Identify interim safety 
improvements 

• Document proposed transit 
improvements 

• Recommend project for future 
competitive federal funding 
programs 

• Develop recommendations for 
implementing interim and long-
term improvements 

Objectives 



Evaluation Criteria 

• Congestion/level of 
service 

• Safety/crash reduction 
• Compliance with 

design standards 
• Construction cost 
• Potential for regional 

funding grants 
• Right of way impacts  
• Environmental impacts 

• Access 
• Pedestrian/bicycle 

connectivity and safety 
• Development 

impacts/potential 
• Transit service 
• Compatibility with long-

term vision for TH 252 
• Neighborhood 

connectivity benefits 



Alternatives Rejected 

  



Alternatives for Further Evaluation 

  



Alternatives Evaluation 

  



Preferred Alternatives 

Folded Diamond and 
Buttonhook selected for 
further evaluation 
based on:  
• Safety benefits 
• Potential to reduce 

congestion 
• Compatible with long-term 

vision 
• Neighborhood connectivity 

 



Options at 70th Avenue N 

• If a grade separated alternative is selected at 
66th Avenue N, 70th Avenue access to TH 252 
must be closed 

• 70th Avenue could be grade separated to 
provide neighborhood connectivity for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles 



Options at 73rd Avenue N 

• Pedestrian and bicycle grade separation 
– Improves pedestrian and bicycle safety, 

connectivity, and access to transit 
• Grade separation of the roadway 

– Closes access to TH 252 
– Provides neighborhood connectivity 

• Interchange 
– Improves access to TH 252 and traffic operations 
– May result in property impacts 



Next Steps 

• Final report 
• Recommend potential funding sources 
• City Council approval of report 
• MnDOT Freeway Conversion Study for TH 252 



Project Contact 

Steve Lillehaug 
Project Manager  
City of Brooklyn Center 

763-569-3340 
publicworks@ci.brooklyn-center.mn.us 

 
www.cityofbrooklyncenter.org 
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